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RICHARD B. GARR ETT 
Certified Public Accountant 
1537 Frenchm an 's Ben d Road 
M onroe, Louisian a 71203 

Independent Auditor's Report on the 
General Purpose Pinancial Statem ents 

H ONORABLE GARY K. BENNETT 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisian a 

I have audited the accompanying ~  purpose financial statements of the W est Carroll Parish 
Sheri~ as of and for the year ended  June 30, 2003, as listed in the foregoing table of contents. These 
gen eral purpose financial stmem ents are the responsibility of the management of the W est Carroll 
Parish Sh~ . M y responsib'dity is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statemen ts 
based on my audit. 

I conducted my au dit in accordance with auditing standards gen eraliy accepted  in the United  States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial au dits contained in Govermnent Aud~t/ng S~ ds, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standar&  require that I plan  an d 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about wheth~  the gen eral purpose financial 
statements are free of material m~sstatem ent. An au dit inch~ es exan'Jhm~  on a test basis, eviden ce 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also 

includes assessing the accouming prh~ les used and significant estimates made by managem ent, as 
well as evaluating the overall general purpose firmncial statem ent presentation. I believe that my audit 
pr ovides a reasonable basis for my  opim'o~ 

In my  op'wfion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred  to above present fifirly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff, as of  June 30, 2003, and the results of 
operations for the year then  en ded  in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted  in the 
United States of  America. 
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HONORABLE GARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak C~ove, Louisiana 
Audit Report, June 30, 2003 

In accordance with Governmenf Au~ t/ng S~~Mards, I have also issued my report dated October 28, 
2003, on my consideration of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff's internal control over finau cial reporting 
and my tests of his co mplian~  with certain provisions of hws and regulations. That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Govertm~nt Aud/t/ng Standards and should be 
read in conjunction with this report in considering the resu~s of my audit. 

M y au dit was co nducted for the purpose of forming an op~ on on the general purpose financial 
statements taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental information  schedules listed in the table 
of co ntents are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the 
general purpose financial statements of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff.. Such information has been 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the gen~'al purpose financial statements 
and, in my opinion, is ~  stated, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial 
statements taken as a whole, 

M onroe, Loui siana 
October 28, 2003 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak G rove, Louisiana 
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Com bined Balance Sheet, June 30, 2003 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 
Assets; 

Cash and cash equivalents (note 3) 
Receivables (note 4) 
Building and equipment (note 5) 
Other Debits: 
Am ount to be provided for: 

Capital lease payments (notes 10 and 11) 
Compensated absences (notes  9 and 11) 

TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 
U abilities: 
Accounts payable 
Due to taxing bodies  and others (note 12) 
Capital lease payable (notes 10 and 11) 
Compe nsated absences (notes 9 and 11) 

Total liabilities  
Equity and Other Credits: 
Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balances - unP.served - undesignated  

Total eq uity and other credits 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND 
OTHER CREDITS 

The accom panying not es are an inteoral pad of this statement. 

FIDUCIARY 
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - 

FUND - AGENCY 
GENERAL FUND FUNDS 

$22,690 
37,161 

$59,851 

$8,933 

50.918 
50.018 

$59,851 

$290,128 

$290,128 

$ 
290,128 

$290,128 



GENERAL 
FIXED 
ASSETS 

$ 

371.512 

$371,812 

371.812 

GENERAL 
LONG-TERM 
OBLIGATIONS 

$ 

2,070 
10,526 

$12,596 

$ 

2,070 
10,526 
12,596 

TOTAL 

(MEMORA NDUM 
ONLY) 

$312,818 
37,161 
371,812 

2,070 
10,526 

$734,387 

$8,933 
290,128 
2,070 
10,526 
311,657 

371,812 
50,918 
422,730

, 

$3 71,812 $12,596 $734,387 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balance 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

REVENUES 
Ad valora m taxes 
InteRl ovem mental revenues: 
State gra nts: 
Commission of state revenue sharing 
State supplemental pay 
Nodh Delta Training Grant 

Federal grants (Note 16): 
Louisiana Com m ission on Law 
Enforcement - Task Force Grant 
U.S. Department of Justice: 
CO PS Fast Grant 
Local Law Enforcem ent Block Grant 
U.S. Departm ent of Agriculture : 
Rural Development Grant 

Fees, charles, and commissions for services: 
Com m issions on lice nses, etc. 
Civil and crim inal fees  
Court attendance  
Transporting prisoners 
Feeding  and keeping prisoners 
Tax notices, etc. 
Use of m oney and property - interest earn ings 
MiscellaneouS 

The accompa nying notes are an integral pa rt of this statement. 

]0 

$458,737 

44,164 
39,600 
1,027 

17,864 

981 
12,574 

15.000 

18,914 
64 ,489 
3,808 
6,319 

144,554 
4,388 
1,175 
25.006 



EXPENDITURES 
Current: 
Public safety: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating se rv ices 
Statutory charges 
Mntedals and supplies 
Travel and uther charges 
Capital outlay 
Debt se rvice: 
Pdncipe l 
Interest 
Total expenditure s 

EXCESS OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE (Deficit) AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALA NCE AT END OF YEAR 

$592,o29 
67,847 
51,878 
60,842 
2,350 
11.608 

3,339 
299 

790.192 

68,408 

$50,918 
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W E8T CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

Sta~  o4' Revenues, Expendlba'es, and 
and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 
(Cash Basis) and Aetu~ 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

REVENUES 
Ad valorern ta~ee 

In~  revenues: 
C-rlnt~Feder;d and State 
Stats grants: 
Commission on sta~ revenue sh~  
State su~  I~y 

Fees, charges, and commissions for services: 
Commissions on licenses, dec. 
Civil and criminal fees 
Court attendance 
TmnspoYdng pdso~ers 
Feeding and keeping prisoners 
T~  not~e~ etc, 
Use of rnoney and property - interest earnings 
Misce~,~ )us 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 
Pubic 
Personal se~  and related benefits 
O~  serv~es 
Materials and supplies 
S~tu~ y ~~,~es 
Travel and  ofher charges 

Caped ouUay 
Debt re~'BTmnt 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTHER fiNANCING 8OURCE$ 
Sale ~f assets 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

$455,000 

40,000 

45,000 
40,000 

25,000 
S3,700 
4,000 
4,000 

155,100 
3,500 
2,200 

$459,442 

3S,504 

44,164 
42,900 

18,839 
S4,0e2 
3,876 
6,467 

145,440 
4,104 
1.175 

25,000 25,006 
862,500 852,009 

603,300 
82,692 
56.500 
58,000 
5,000 
24,500 

6~ ,422 
71,376 
63,179 
55,739 
2,Se8 
11.609 

, 
3,gO0 4,245 

833,892 835.568 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

$4,442 

(3,496) 

(S36) 
2,g00 

(m ,122) 
11,316 
(6.S79) 
2,261 
2,002 
12,891 

(3,~) 
~1,S76) 

28,608 16,441 (12,16"7) 

16,441 

(1,000) 

(13,16"/) 

6r249 5,113 

The accompanying notes am an integral part of this statement. 
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W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of June 30, 2003 and for the Year 

Ended Jun e 30, 2003 

As provided  by Article V, Section 27 ofthe Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the shrift se~ves a four- 
year term as the chief executive offi ce~ of the law enforcement district and ex-offi cio tax collector of 

the parisk The shefitf administers the parish jml system  and exercises duties required by  the parish 
court sy stem, such as providing baili~ ; ex ecuting orders of the court, and serving subpoenas. 

As  the chief law enforc~ ent oitic~  of the parish, the shedff has the respo~ b'dity for enforcing state 
an d local laws an d ordinances within the territorial boundaries of the parish. The sheriff provides 
protection to the residents of the parish through on-site patrols and investigations and serves the 
residents of the parish through the establishment of neighborhood watch progra~  anti-drug abuse 
programs, et cetera. In addition, when requested, the sheriff provides assistance to oth~ law 
enforcew~mt agen cies  within the parish. 

As  the ex-officio tax co llector of the parish, the sheriff is responsible for co llecting and disml~uting ad 
valorem property taxes, parish occupational licen ses, state revenue sharing funds, and fines, co sts, an d 
bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 

1. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff have 

been prepared in cenforndty with generally accepted  accotmfing principles (GAAP) as applied 
to governmental units. The Govermuental Ac.coun~  Standards Board (GASB) is the 
accepted stan dard-setting body for establishing govcxmnental accounting an d financial 
r~vorfing principles. 

15 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Section 2100 of the GASB Codification of Governmental Accounting and Financial Reporting 
Standards (GASB Codification) established criteria for determining the goven-anentai reporting 
entity and the con apon ~  units that should be included within the reporting entity. For 
financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification Section 2100, the sheriff 
includes all funds, account groups, activities, ot cete~  that are controlled by the sheriff as an 
independently elected parish official. As an independently dected parish offi cial, the sheriff is 
solely responsible for the operations of his offi ce, which include the hiring and retention of 
employees, an thodty over budgeling, respo ~ "oillty for deficits, and the recdpt and 
disbursement of funds. Other than c~ tain operating expenditures of the sheriffs offi ce that are 

paid by the parish police jury as required by Louisiana law, the shedffis financially independent. 
Accordingly, the sheriff is a separate govermnental reporting entity. Certain units of local 
government over which the sheriff exercises no oversight respo nsibility, s~ch as the parish 

police jury, parish school board, other independently dected parish officials, and rmmicipalities 
within the parish, are excluded from the accompan~n_g fmandal statements. These units of 
gov~l"ffnerlt are cons idered separate reporting etRities and issue financial statenlollt$ separate 
from those of the parish she~ . 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The sh eriff uses funds and accxxna groups to report on his financial po sition an d the results of 
his operatioas . Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid 
financial managem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govertwnent functions or 
activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, 
an  account group is a fins ndal reporting device  designed to provide acco umability for certain 
assets an d liab~ es that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net 
expendable available financ~  resources. 

Funds of the sheriff are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and 
fiduciary (agency funds). These funds are described as follows: 

General Fund 

Th e General Fund, as provided by  Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1422, is the principal 
fund of the sheriffs office  and accounts for the operations of the sh eriffs office. Th e 
sheriffs primary source of revenue is an ad valorem  tax levied by  the law enforcement 
district. 

16 



W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Othe~ sources of revenue include com/ifissions on state revenue sharing, state 
supplemental pay for deputies, civil and criminal fees, fees for court attendance and 

ofprisonexs, et ceter~ General operating expenditures are paid from this 
fund. 

A gency Funds 

The ~  funds are used as depo~tories for civil suits, cash bonds, taxes, 
fees, et cetera Disbursements fi~m these funds are made to various parish 
agende~ litigants in suits, et cete~  in the num er prescribed by law. The 
agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurement ofre~ ts of operations. 

Basis of ~  refers to when revenues and expenditmes axe recogn~ed in the accounts 
and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accotmting relates to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The Genexal Fund is 
accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The 
accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified actual 
basis of accounting, e~cept for the Tax Collector Agency Fund, which is prepared on the cash 

basis of accounlin~  which approximates the modified accrual basis of ~ . The 
General Fund uses the following pracfces in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Ad valorem taxes are recorded in the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem 
taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, 
and become delinque~  on December 31. The taxes are ge~erally collected in 
December, January, and Febmmy of the fiscal year. 

Intersuverranental revenues and fees, charges, 
recorded when the shedffis entitled to the funds. 

Interest income on interest-bearing demand deposits and time deposits are recorded at 
the end of each month when credited by the bank. 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statem ents (Co~ 'med) 

Expenditures 

Ex1~ ditures are recognized trader the modified accrual basis of accom~ g when the 
related  fired liability is incurred. 

Proceeds from the sale of fixed  assets are accounted  for as other financing sources and 
are recognized when  received . Fixed  assets acquired  through capital lease are recorded  
as expenditures and other financing sources at th e time of acquisition. 

The proposed budget for the fiscal year ended  June 30, 2003, was made available for public 
inspection on M ay 1, 2002. The proposed 2002-03 budget, prepared  on the cash basis of 

accounting was published in the official journal 5 days prior to the public hearing for 
comments from taxpayers, which was held at the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff's offi ce on M ay 6, 
2002. The budget was legally adopted  and amended, as nece ssay, by th e sheri~. 

All expen diture appropriations lapse at year end. Unexpended  appropriations and any excess of 
revenues over expenditures are carried  forward to the so bsequent year as beginning fund 
M lance . 

A system  of enoambrance accounting is not used. However, formal integration of the budget 
into the accounting records is employed as a management control device. Budget amounts 
included  in the accompanying general purpose fmancial statemen ts include the original adopted  
budget and all subsequent amendments. The revcmles  an d expenditures shown on Statement C 
are reconciled  with the amounts reflected on Statement B as follows: 

Excess of revenues over expemditures 

(budget basis) - Statement B 

Adjustment for: 
Receivables - net 
Payables - net 

Excess of reven ues and oth er 
sources over expen ditures  
(GAAP basis) - Statement C 

$68,408 

(6,678) 
(45,289) 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SH ERIFF 
Oak Grove, Lo u~ na 

Notes to the Financial Stat~ -ats (Con~ aed) 

EnoJmbrance accourding under which purchase orders are recorded in order to reserve that 
portion of the applicable appropriation, is not used by the sheriff in his accounting practices. 

G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash and cash equivalents include amounts in petty cash, interest bearing demand deposits, and 
time deposits. Under state law, the sheriff may deposit funds in d~ and deposits, interest 
beating demand deposits, money market accounts or time deposits with state banks organized 
under ~  law or any othe~ state of the United States, or under the laws of the United 
States. Tax collections must be deposited in a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are 
collected. 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are 

capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided 
by anothe~ parish sheriff through a grant and general fixed assets tamed over to the sheriff by 
the courts as a result of drug se~ res are recorded within the general fixed  as sets account 
group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not recorded  wi thin the 
general fix ed assets acco~  group. No depreciation has been provided on  general fix ed assets. 
Of the $371,812 of general fix ed  assets reported  on the balance sheet, approxin~ ely 96.2 per 
cent, or $357,736, are valued at historical co st, 3.5 per c~~  or $12,827, are valued  at 
estimated  historical co st based on the cost of like items, and .3 per cent, or $1,249, are valued 
at their estimated fair market value on the date the as set is turned over to the sheriff by the 

Full=tim e deputies of th e sheriff s office  earn from  40 to 104 hours of annual leave ea ch 
year dep ending on length of service wi th the Sheriff's office . Annual leave is earned each 
month . A maximum of 24 hours can  be accumulated an d carried  forward into a new 
calendar year. Upo n termination of employment, unused annual leave is paid to dep uties 
at the deputies ' current rates of pay. 

Annual lea ve that has been claimed  by deputies as of the end of the fiscal year is recorded 
as an expenditure in the year claimed. Annual lea ve accrued  as of the end of th e fiscal 
year is valued  using deputies ' current rates of pay and th e total is included in th e General 
Long-Term Obligations Account Group. The Sheriff nor the deputies are required  to 

19 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financ~l Statements (Continued) 

contribute to the retirement system for annual leave payments. Accru ed annual lea ve will 
be paid fi~m future years' resources. 

Full-time deputies earn 80 hours of sick lea ve each year. Sick lea ve may not be 
accumulated and carried forward to a new calen dar year. Upon termination of 
employm en t, unused sick leave is not paid to employees. At June 30, 2003, there ar e no 
accumulated an d vested ben efits relating to sick lea ve that require accrual or disclosure to 
co nform with  GASB Codification Section C60. 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmen tal funds are reported in 
the general long-term obligations account group. Expen ditures for principal an d interest 
paym en ts for long-term obligations are recognized in th e governmental funds when due. 

K . TOTAL COLUM N ON BALANCE SHEET 

The total co lumn on the balance sheet is captioned  M ~norandum Only to indicate that it is 
presented  only to facilitate fmandal anab]sis. Data in this cohmm does not pre~-'at financial 
position in co nformity with generally accepted  accounting principles. N~ her is such data 
comparable to a conso lidatiorL 

The followin~ is a ~  of authorized and levied  ad valorem  taxes for the two year en ded: 
Authorized ~/HIIAoe 10.18 
Levied  lVfillage 10.18 

At June 30, 2003, the sheriff'has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totalin~ $312,819, as 
follows: 

Interest bearing demand deposits 
Time dep osits 
Petty ca sh 
Total 

$25,227 
287,092 

500 
$312.819 

Th ese deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balances) must be secored by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of  securities owned 
by the fiscal agent banl~ The market value of the pled ged  seo.uifies  plus th e feda ral deposit insurance 

2c 



W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Cominaed) 

nmst at all times equal the amount on deposit with th e fiscal agm t hani~ These secmities are held in 
the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to 
both  parties. At June 30, 2003

, the shexiffhas $345,947 in deposits (collected bank balances). These 
deposits are s{mtred  from risk by $113,611 of fed eral deposit insurance an d $232,336 of pled ged  
securities held by  the custodial bank in the name ofthe fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered un~llateralized (Category 3) tinder the provisions 
of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statuto tT requirement on th e 
custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged seoarities within 10 days of being notified by  the sheriff 
that the fiscal agent has failed  to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

The General Fund ~ les  of $37,161 at June 30, 2003, are as follows: 

State gram s 
Fed eral grants 
Commissions on licenses, etc. 
Civil and criminal fees 
Court attendance  
Transporting prisoner s 
Feeding an d keeping prisoners 
Refunds  
Total 

5. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIX ED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (building and equipment) follows: 

Balance  June 30, 2002 
Additions 
Ded uOJons 
Balance  June 30, 2003 

Buildin2 

$1,336 

21 

$1,027 
17,864 
1,086 
4,620 
306 
135 

11,347 
776 

$37.161 

$367,849 
9,841 

(7,214) 
$370.476 

$369,185 
9,841 

(7,214) 
$371.81
_ _ _ _ _ ~2 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SBERIFF 
Oak Grove, ~  
Notes to the Fimncial Statements (Continued) 

Plan Description: Substantially all employees of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff's offi ce are members 

of the Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost sharinf~ multiple-employer defined 
benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who earn at least $400 per month, and 
who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the lime of or ielnal employment are required to participate 
in the Syste~  Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited  
service and ~  a benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a pem mtage of their final-average salary 
for each year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for  each year of service  is 3.33 
percent. Th e retirement benefit cannot exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-av exag e 
salary is the employee's average salary ovex the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
highest average. Employees who tem finate with at least 12 years of service  and do not withdraw their 
employee contributions may retire at or aRef age 55 and receive the benefit accrued  to their date of 
termination as indicated previously. Employees who terminate with at least 20 years of credited service 
are also eligible to dect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced  benefits equal to the 
actuarial equivalen t of  the benefit to which  they would otheaxvise be  emitled at age 55. Th e System 
also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or em ended  by state statute. 

The System issues  an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents an d 
required su pplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the 
Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension  an d Relief Fund, 6554 Florida Boulevard, Suite 215, Baton  Rouge, 

Fundin2 P01icv: Plan members were required by state statute to con m'bute 9.8 percent oft.heir annual 
covered salary during the 2002-03 fiscal year. Th e W est Carroll Parish Sheriff was required  to 

at an aetuarially determined  rate. The rate for the 2002-03 fiscal year was 7.75 percent of 
the covered payroll. Contributions to the System  also include one-half of one percent of the taxes 
sh own to be  coilecffole by th e tax rolls of each parish and funds as required  an d available from 
insurance  premium taxes. The con tribution requirements of plan members an d the W est Carroll Parish 
Sheriff are established and may be em ended  by state statute. As provided  by Lo~  Revised Statute 
11:103, the employer contnl0~tion s are deternfined by actuarial valuation and are mbject to chan~ e 
ea ch  year based on the results of the valuation for th e prior fiscal year. Th e W est Carroll Parish 
Sheriffs contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 2003, 2002, an d 2001, were 
$36,783, $30,203, and $21,871, respectively, equal to the required  co ntributions  for each year. 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SIIER1FF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statenaents (Continued) 

7. 

As required  by Lo uisiana Revised Statutes, the Sh~itf provides certain continuing health care and life 
insurance ben efi ts for certain retired  employees through the Sheriff's group insurance  plan. Retired 
employees are eligible for these benefits if they reached  normal retirement age, as defined by the 
retirem ent system  (see Note 6), while working for the Sheriff.. The Sheriff recognizes the cost of 
providing these benefits (the Sheriff's portion of preX~Lm~S) as expenditures when the monthly 
premiums are due. Th e co st of retiree benefits totaled  $5,148 during the 2002-03 fiscal year. Two 
employees ~  benef~  under this plan. 

8. 

The Sheriff offers a deferred co mpensation plan to em ployees of his office  un der the pr ovisions of 
Internal Revenue Service Code 457 (Deferred Compensation Plan). Th e deferred compensation plan is 
strictly on a volunts~  basis with only employee co ntn'butions being made to the Plan. At June 30, 
2003, the Plan had assets with an approximate market value of $68,124. Th e assets in the Plan are 
held in tru st solely for the benef~ of participants an d their benefidaries . Th erefore, in accordance  with 
GASB Statement No. 31, they are not reported in the Sheriff's financial statements. 

At June 30, 2003, em ployees of the sheriff have accumulated an d vested $10,526 of em ployee leave 
benefits, which were co mptaxxl in acco rdance  with GASB Cod~eation Section C60. Th e lea ve 
benefits have been recorded within the general long-term obligations ac~ unt gr ou p. 

10. LEASES 

The Sheriff records assets acquired by capital lease as an asset and an obligation in the accompanying 
gen eral purpose financial stateanents. The Sheriff  entered into a capital lease to purchase a co mputer  
and the related software on M arch 24, 1999. Th e lease calls for 60 monthly payments of $303 at an  
interest rate of 7.7 percent. Th e recorded  amount of the co mputer and the related  software is $22,139. 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louifiam  

Notes to the l~mancial Statefn~ts (Continued) 

The following is a schedule of future minimum lease payments under capital lease, together with the 
present value oftho mirffnum lease pa ~  as of June 30, 2003: 

Year Ended 
June 30, 

Total minimum lease payments 

Less - amounts ~  interest 
Present value of ~  lease payments 

11. CHANGES IN GF~c'ERAL LONG -TERM  OBLIGATIONS 

A~ onnt 

2,122 
2,122 
(52) 

$2.070 

Th e following is a sun~ ary of  th e long-term obligation transactions for the year ended  June 30, 2003 

Long-term  obligations at July 1, 2002 
Additions 
Deductions 
Long-term  obligations at June 30, 2003 

12. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

Capital Com pensated 
Lease . A bsences . Total 

$5,409 

(3,339) 
$Z070 

A summmy of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others for th e year ended  June 
30, 2003, follows: 

Additions 
Dedu~ ons 

24 

$1,103 

70,596 

(71,691) 

$637,843 $6 38,946 

3,140,469 

(3,488,192) 
3,211,065 

(3,559,883) 



W EST CARROLL PARISH  S~  
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the F'mancial Statements (Con~ ued) 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and otlm 's in the age~ y funds at June 30, 2003, as 
refleoted  on Statement A, include $235,044 of taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned  to date on 
the invesUneat of these funds, totaling $52,048. These funds are held pending resolution of the protest 
and are accounted  for in the Tax Collector Agency Fund. 

At June 30, 2003, the sherJff was involved  in two lawsuits. In the opinion of the Sheriff's legal counsel, 
the suits will not result in a loss to the Sheriff in excess of his ~ ce coverage. The Sheriff's legal 
counsel was not aware of any unasserted claims or assessments. 

15. EXPEND ITURES OF TH E SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
PAID BY THE PARISH POLICE JURY 

Th e sheriffs oillce is located  in the parish courthouse. Expenditures for operation and maintenance of 
the parish courthouse, as required by statute, are paid by  the W est Carroll Parish Police Jury. Th ese 
expenditures are not included in the accompanying general purpose financial statements. 
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W EST CARROLL PARISH SH ERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Concluded) 

16. FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

The sheriff partidpated in the following Fede~tl financial assistance programs during th e year e~ded 
June 30, 2003: 

Federal Grantor/ 
Pass-Through G rantor/ 

Program  N am e 

Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
Departm ent of Justice 
D irect Program s: 
Community Oriented Policing 
Services Grants: 
Fast Grant 

Local Law Enforcement Block Grant 

CFDA 
Number 

16.710 
16.592 

United States Departm ent of A griculture 
Rural Developm ent 
Direct Program : 
Rural Development Grant 10.766 

Passed through Louisiana Com m ission 
on Law Enforcem ent - through Franklin 
Parish Sheriff - Drug Control and 
System Improvement - Formula Gr ant 
Fund - Task Force Gr ant 16.579 

17. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

$981 
12,574 

The Sheriff made three bank loans from July 2003 to September 2003 totaling $125,000 from a 
local bank to help his cash flow un til his ad valorem taxes are collected. The Sheriff was  
authorized  by the Lo uisiana State Bond Commission to borrow up to $250,000. The loan s are to 
be repaid by Jun e 30, 2004, at an interest rate of 4.25 per  ce nt. The Sheriff'does  not anticipate 
borrowin~  any additional funds this year , 
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SHERIFF'S FUND 

W EST CARRO LL PARISH  SHE RIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCHEDULES 
As of June 30, 2003, and for the Year 

Ended June 30, 2003 

FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUND S 

The Sheriff s Fund accounts for funds held in civil suits, sheriff s sales, and garnishments. 

Article V, Section 27 of the Lo uisiana Constitution of 1974 provides that th e sheriff will serve as 
th e collector of state an d parish taxes and fees. Th e Tax Collector Fun d accoun ts for th e 
collection an d distribution of th ese tax es an d fees to th e appr opriate taxing bodies. It also 
accounts for collections of bonds, fines, an d costs an d paymem s of th ese co llections to th e 
recipients in accordance with applicable law s. 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 
FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 2003 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

LIABILITIES 
Due to t~ ng bodies and others 

SHERIFF'S 
FUND 

TAX 
COLLECTOR 

FUND 

Schedule I 



W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak G rove, Louisiana 
FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

Schedule of Changes in Balances Due 
to Taxing Bodies and Others 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2003 

ADDITIONS 
Depot, its: 
Suits, seizures, and sales 

Interes t earnings 
Ta0(es, fees, etc., paid to tax collector 
Total additions 

REDUCTIONS 
"ra~es, fees, etc., d~tributed to tmdng 
bo~es and others 
Deposits settled to: 
Sheriffs General Fund 

Clerk of Court 
t.~gants 
Attorneys, ~ sera, etc. 
Other settlements 
Tot~ reduddons 

SHERIFF'S 
FUND 

$1,103 

70,553 

43 

70.596 

TAX 
COLLECTOR 

FUND 

Schedule 2 

3r140~469 
3r140~469 

70,553 

43 

, 
3T140r469 
3r211r065 

22,309 
8,265 
30,219 
1,875 
91023 
71f691 

3] 

3,488,192 3,488,192 

3~488~192 

$290,120 

22,309 
8,265 
30,219 
1,875 
9~023 

3f559~883 

$290,128 
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W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERW F 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedule 
For the Year Ended  June 30, 2003 

In aca:ordanee with th e requirements of the Louis/aria Govertmlental Audit Guide, a schedule of 
corrective action taken on prior audit findings and recommen dations has been included. 
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W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERIFF 
O ak G rove, Louisiana 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedule 
Corrective Acton Taken on Prior Audit 

Findings and Recom m endations 
For the Y ear Ended June 30, 2003 

Sched ule 4 

In the prior audit report for the year ended June 30, 2002, th ere were no instances of 
noncompliance  that were required  to be reported  under Government Auditing Standards nor were 
there any matter s involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that were 
considered to be material weaknesses. 
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OTHER REPORT REQUIRED BY 
GOVERNM EN T AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following pages contain a report on compliance with laws and regulations and on inte~ al control 
required by Goverr~ om  Aud/tmg S~ ards, issued by the Comptrolk~ G-~ eral of the United States. 
The report on compliance and internal control is based solely on the audit of the financial statements 
and includes, where appficablo, any compliance matters that would be material to the presented 
financial state~nents and where appropriate, any reportable internal control conditions and/or material 
weaknesses. 
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RICH ARD  B. GARRETI" 
Certified Public Accountant 
1537 Frenchm an's Bend Road 
M onroe, Louisiana 71203 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE 
AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER  FINANCIAL 
REPORTING  BASED ON AN AUD IT OF FINANCIAL 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH 
GOVERNM ENT A UDIT STANDARDS 

H ONORABLE GARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

I have audited  the gen eral purpose financial statements of the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff, as of 
an d for the year en ded Jun e 30, 2003, an d have issued  my report thereon dated  October 28, 2003. 
I conducted  my audit in accordan ce with auditing standards gen erally accepted  in th e United 
States of America an d the stan dar ds applica ble to financial audits contained  in Government 
Auditing Sttmdards, issued by the Comptroller  General of the United  States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance  about whether the W est Carroll Parish Sheriff's general 
purpose financial statemen ts ar e flee of material m isstatem en t, I perform ed  tests of his com pliance 
with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncomplian ce  with which co uld have a direct 
and ma terial effect on the determination of financial statem ent amounts. However, providing an 

opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit an d, accordingly, I 
do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instan ce s of noncompliance 
tha t are required to be reported  under Government Auditing Standards. However, I noted  a 
ce rtain immaterial instance s of noncomplian ce related  to th e Budget Act that I have reported  to 
th e Sheriff of W est Carroll Parish in a separate letter dated  October 28, 2003. 
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H ONORABLE GARY K . BENNETT 
W EST CARROLL PARISH SHERIFF 
Compliance an d Internal Control Report 
October 28, 2003 
Page 2 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning an d perfora ting my audit, I considered the W est Carroll Parish Sh~ifl's internal control 
over  financial rep orting in order to dcc~ mine my an ditin~  procedures for the purpose of expressing my 
opinion on the genel~ purpose financial statemerRs and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting. M y consider ation of the internal control over financial reporting 
would not necessarily disclose  all matters in th e internal control over  financial rep orting that might 
be ma terial weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one or more of the internal co ntrol co mponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk 
that mi sstatemems in amounts tha t would be ma terial in relation to the gen eral purpose financial 
smten m ~  being audited may occur an d not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal co urse of performing th eir assign ed  functions. I noted no matters involving th e intern al 
control over finan oial reporting and its operation that I consider to be ma terial weaknesses. 

This report is inten ded solely for the information an d use of th e sheriff  an d managem en t of his 
office an d is not inten ded  to be and should not be used by anyone other th an  these specified 
parties. By provisions of state law, this rep ort is a public documen t, an d it has been distributed  to 

M onroe, La. 
O gtober 2g, 2003 

EXH IBIT A 
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RICHARD B. GARRETT 
Certified Public Accountant 
1537 Frenchman 's Bend Road 

M onroe, LA 71203 

M ANA G EM ENT LETTER  

H ONO RAB LE GARY K . BENNETT  
W EST CARROLL PARISH  SHERIFF 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

, TOR 

,,u~ -6 ~;' tO: 33 

The operations of the Sheriff's offi ce are governed by the Lo uisiana Revised Statutes. The 
Statutes provide guidance for the operation of all areas of th e Sheriff's office . The Statutes 
provide specific guidan ce for preparing and adopting the Sheriff's annual financial budget; 
for making purchases; for record keeping requirements of his financial records; and for 
record keeping requirements for property owned  by the Sheriff. The Statutes also pr ovide 
guidance  for m onitoring expenditures an d securing bank deposits against loss. Compliance 
with th e Louisiana Revised  Statutes is mandatoly for the Sheriff. In my audit tests I 
reviewed the Statutes applicable to the Sheriff's operations to determine his compliance  with 
the Statutes . 

During my audit, I noted the following Louisiana Revised  Statute that the Sheriff did not 
fully comply wi th : 

Com pliance with Budget Act 

Louisiana Revised Statutes 39:1302-1314 req uire that the Sheriff prepare a 
comprehensive budget presen ting a co mplete financial plan for the General Fund. The 
statutes req uire that th e Sheriff's proposed budget be made available for public inspection 
no later than 15 days prior to th e beginning of the fiscal year. Louisiana Revi sed Statute 
39:1308 requires th e Sheriff  to publish a notice stating that th e proposed budget is 
available for public inspection and tha t a public hearing on th e proposed budget shall be 
held with the date, time, an d place  of  the hearing spec ified  in the notice. The notice shall 
be published at least 10 days prior th e date of the first public hearing. Th e Statu tes  further 
require th e Sheriff. to  certify co mpletion of the budget process by publishing a notice so 
stating. The Sheriff is required by the Statutes to monitor an d amend his budget during 
the year when total revenues and other sources plus projected  revenues and other sources 
for the remainder  of the year are failing to meet total budgeted rev enues an d other 
so ur ces by 5 per cent or more. 



The Sheriff did not comply with the Budget Act requirement of publishing the notice of 
availability of the budget and of publishing the date of the public hearing on the budget at 
least 10 days prior to the public hearing. Th e Sheriff published the notice ofavailahility 
and the date of the public hearing 5 days prior to the public hearing instead of the 
required 10 da ys. In th e prior audit for th e year ended  June 30, 2002, it was reported  to 
the Sheriff that he should publish the notice of availability and the date of the public 
hearing on th e budget at least 10 days prior to th e public hearing. In  th e previous audit, 
th e notice  was published  8 days prior to th e pu blic hearing. 

By not publishing the budget for the full 10 da ys prior to the public hearing, the public 
m ay not have adequate advance notice to participate in th e public hearing. The Sheriff 
should become familiar with  the req uirements of th e Budget Act an d pu blish the required 
notices within the time period mandated by the Statutes. 

M anagem ent's Corrective A ction Plan 

The Sheriff is now familiar wi th  the req uirements of the Budget Act an d plan s to co mply 
wi th all req uirements of th e act. 

M onroe, LA 
October 28, 2003 

RICH ARD B. G ARRET rT 


